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EAGLE AUDUBON SOCIETY 

Monthly Programs 

2021-2022 

 
We welcome you to our monthly programs in the Kings Point Clubhouse Banquet Room.  The doors open 

at 1:20 PM for a social and sign-up time, the general public is invited at this time.  There will be no 

refreshments served due to Covid, but you may bring your own beverage. The meeting and program begin 

at 2:00 PM. 

 

Note: We will follow current CDC guidelines and we ask for courtesy toward mask wearers. 

 

 

Thursday, October 21, 2021 

Tom Heitzman 

Sweet Bay Nursery 

Birds, Butterflies and Native Plants 

 

Thursday, November 18, 2021 

Florida’s Endangered/Threatened Birds: Two Case Studies 

Julie Stocksdale 

Eagle Audubon  

 

Florida is home to many unique habitats, and thus we have a number of rare, threatened, and endangered 

species.  Two of these species are the red-cockaded woodpecker and the Florida scrub jay. Julie will 

discuss the natural history of each of these birds, why they have become so rare, and what efforts are 

being made to save them. A field trip on December 1 to Oscar Scherer State Park will focus on Florida 

scrub jays and their habitat needs.  

 

Thursday, December 16, 2021 

The West Florida Shelf: A Diverse Marine Ecosystem 

Daniel Roberts, Contract Scientist 

Mote Marine Laboratory, Center for Electronic Fishery Monitoring 

 

The West Florida Shelf encompasses the offshore area along Florida’s Gulf Coast between around 65 to 

650 feet deep from the Dry Tortugas to the northern Florida Middle Grounds, an area almost as large as 

the terrestrial state of Florida. Although gently sloping as it grades to the edge of the continental shelf, 

there are many high-relief structures such as drowned barrier islands, the deltas of ancient rivers, sand 

waves, hard bottom, chemosynthetic communities, submarine canyons and brine seeps. Natural and man-

made disturbances, including over 100 years of fishing, have had a negative effect on the ecology of the 

shelf. We will discuss some of these environmental insults and their resultant impacts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

Thursday, January 20, 2022 

Christmas Bird Count in the Alafia Region 

Charles Fisher 

Coordinator of the Christmas Bird Count for the Alafia Region 

 

 

Thursday, February 17, 2022 

Quest Ecology 

Translocation of Burrowing Owls 

 

 

Thursday, March 17, 2022 

Rocky Milburn 

Sierra Club 

Florida Birds 

 

 

Thursday, April 21, 2022 

TBD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

EAGLE AUDUBON SOCIETY 

Field Trips and Events 

2021-2022 

 
Note:   We do not charge for field trips unless our destination requires an entrance or tour fee, but   

membership is required to participate in any field trip.  Trip leaders do not collect membership 

fees.  If you wish to participate in trip, contact the trip leader within 3 months of the date of the 

trip. 

 

General recommendations for bird watching: walking shoes, cameras, binoculars, water, sun screen.  

Eagle Audubon will not be responsible for personal injuries or losses incurred by anyone while taking part 

in its suggested activities.  Carpooling is not recommended due to Covid.  

Note:  We are following current CDC Covid guidelines and the guidelines of Kings Point, and we ask for 

courtesy towards mask-wearers.  

 

Tuesday, October 5, 2021 

Myakka River State Park 
13208 State Rd 72, Sarasota  

 
Meet at the Myakka River State Park Birdwalk Pier at 9:30 AM. Upper Myakka Lake is a magnet for 

water birds, both shore birds and swimmers. A boardwalk and pier run along the shore and out into the 

lake for maximum viewing opportunities. Benches along the pier and at the end provide spots to sit and 

enjoy the view. There often is a member of a local Audubon group with a spotting scope to help see the 

birds on the far shore. Bring binoculars and a bottle of water. After our stop at the Birdwalk, we may stop 

at a bridge along the park road to see more shore birds (and a plethora of gators). Another option is to 

climb to the Canopy Walkway for a spectacular view. If the café is open, we can have a casual lunch there 

at your expense. Cost: $6 per vehicle park entry fee. Limit: 15. Leaders: John and Julie Stocksdale.  To 

sign up for this trip, please call Julie Stocksdale at 727-418-5119. The first 15 to call will get a spot. 

Please leave your contact information with Julie when you call.   
 

 

Monday, October 25, 2021  

Sunken Gardens  
1825 4th Street N St. Petersburg  

 

Meet at the parking lot of Sunken Gardens at 9:30 AM. Come tour with a horticultural specialist at 

Sunken Gardens, a 100-year-old tropical paradise with more than 50,000 tropical plants, cascading 

waterfalls, beautiful demonstration gardens, flamingos, and other exotic birds. Lunch is on your own. 

Limit 15 people. Cost $10. Trip leaders are Don and Liz 642-0434. 

 
 

Thursday, October 28, 2021 

Sweet Bay Nursery 
10824 Erie Road, Parrish 

 

Gather at the nursery with a member of the Native Plant Society at 9:15 AM.  Limit 25. Leader: Anne 

Whitehall 413-364-6948. 



  

Friday, November 12, 2021 

Lettuce Lake Park 
6920 E Fletcher Av. Tampa 

 

Meet at the parking lot near the Lettuce Lake Visitors Center at 8:45 AM. Come join us birding on a 

boardwalk with Mary Keith, an expert birder and co-founder of BirdFest. Great opportunity to see herons, 

ibis, limpkins, egrets, woodpeckers, and warblers. Limit 20 people. No cost.  Trip leaders are Don and 

Liz. 642-0434. 

 

Tuesday, November 16, 2021 

Latitudes Boat Eco Tour of Tampa Bay and the Little Manatee  
580 Bahia Beach Blvd, Ruskin 

 

Meet at 9:15 AM for boarding at Slip 10. The cost is $23 per person.  Limit 24 members.  Leader: Anne 

Whitehall 413-364-6948. 
  

Wednesday, December 1, 2021  

Oscar Scherer State Park 
1843 S Tamiami Trail, Osprey  

 

Meet at the Nature Center at 9:30 AM . Oscar Scherer State Park is an example of Florida sandy scrub 

habitat, which is home to our state’s only endemic bird: the Florida scrub jay. Our hike will take us into 

this habitat where we may see warblers, woodpeckers, vireos, possibly an eagle or two, and, if we’re 

lucky, a family of scrub jays. We’ll hike for about 2 hours on soft sand substrate, so sturdy shoes are 

recommended. Please bring binoculars and a bottle/thermos of water. Lunch will be at Casey Key Fish 

House at your expense.  Limit 15. Leaders: John and Julie Stocksdale 727-418-5119.   
 

 

Wednesday, December 8, 2021  

The James Museum & Brick Street Farms 
 (James Museum) 150 Central Avenue, St. Petersburg 

(Brick Street Farms) 2233 3rd Ave S, St. Petersburg 

 

Meet at the James Museum at 9:45 AM in downtown St. Petersburg. We will divide into smaller groups at 

the museum for docent-led tours.  The special exhibition at this time is Warhol’s West. Lunch, at your 

own expense, will be at Datz, which is attached to the museum. Limit 30.  Admission fee. $15. After 

lunch, we’ll visit Brick Street Farms in St. Petersburg’s Warehouse Arts District. This is an all-inclusive 

farming and retail company that has self-contained, environmentally sustainable THRIVE containers used 

in the vertical farming industry – especially important in urban centers.  Leader: Joanne Finney 954-540-

5985 

Monday, December 13, 2021  

Bahia Beach Preserve 
2513 W. Shell Point Road, Ruskin 

 

Meet at the preserve parking lot at 9 AM. Bring your binoculars and bug spray. See ducks, roseate 

spoonbills, kingfishers, and many other birds. Limit 20 people. No cost. Trip leaders are Don and Liz. 

642-0434. 

  



  

 

Wednesday, January 12, 2022  

Lake Morton Birding in Lakeland 
Lake Morton Drive, Lakeland  

 
Meet 10 AM at Lake Morton. This will be an easy walk around Lake Morton observing different birds. 

There are also many statues of swans around the lake.  Last year we recorded 28 different species of birds, 

including white and black swans. Leader: Joanne Finney 954-540-5985.  
 

 

Tuesday, January 25, 2022 

Tampa Bay Watch Birding Boat Trip 

3000 Pinellas Bayway South, St. Petersburg 

 

Meet at Tampa Bay Watch building parking lot at 8:45 AM. Go out on the Tampa Bay Watch boat 

birding with one of the top birders in Florida, Eric Plage. You will see shorebirds on the sandbars, terns, 

gulls, and other water birds. Limit 20 people. Cost is $25.  Leaders are Don and Liz. 642-0434. 
 

Saturday, February 5, 2022 

Eagles Nest Tour  

 
Meeting time is TBD at the Celery Fields, 6893 Palmer Blvd., Sarasota for a morning bus ride to about 6 active 

nests in Sarasota County. The cost is $35 per person. Limit: TBD.    Leader: Anne Whitehall 413-364-6948 

 

Tuesday, February 22, 2022 

Circle B Bar Preserve 
4399 Winter Lake Road, Lakeland 

 

Meet at 9:30 AM at the parking lot near the Circle B Visitors Center. Hopefully the trams will be taking 

groups out to bird, otherwise we will be walking the preserve. Either way you will see many birds such as 

terns, whistling ducks, wood storks, herons etc. Limit 25 people. Cost $5. Trip leaders are Don and Liz. 

642-0434. 

 

Tuesday, March 1, 2022 

Birding at Rock Ponds 
4221 Lavender Road, Ruskin 

  

Meet at 8:45 AM at Borrow Pit Central Gate on Lavender Road. After 3 years we will hopefully tour the 

Rock Ponds with Nancy Norton, Site Engineer for South West Water Management. She will give us 

information on the building of the site and then take us on a birding trip around the north ponds to see 

many different shore birds. Limit 25 people. No cost. Leaders are Don and Liz. 642-0434. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

Monday, March 21, 2022  

Tampa Bay Butterfly Foundation 

Little Red Wagon  
4107-B Henderson Blvd, Tampa  

 

Time to meet is TBD.  There will be a presentation at 10:00 AM showing butterflies in different stages 

and the plants needed to sustain them. Limit 30. Lunch to be arranged.  Leader: Joanne Finney 954-540-

5985.  

 

Tuesday, April 12, 2022 

Carefree Learners Audubon Birding Boat Trip 
2 Marina Plaza, Sarasota 

 

Meet at 11:00 AM at 2 Marina Plaza. A boat trip out in the Sarasota Bay to bird with Megan Ehlers. She 

and the captain plus a naturalist from Florida Audubon will help identify the birds as we cruise the Bay 

and circle Bird Key Rookery. Limit 20 people. Cost $20. Lunch at O’Leary’s Tiki Bar. Trip leaders are 

Don and Liz. 642-0434. 
 

Monday, April 25, 2022 

Birding at Ft. DeSoto 
3500 Pinellas Bayway S., St. Petersburg  

 

Meet at the flagpole as you enter Fort De Soto at 9 AM. Spring migration brings all the warblers to the 

Oaks in Fort De Soto, and we will be there to see them. Later we will walk over to the Gulf side and view 

the shore birds. Limit 25 people. No cost. Lunch-bring your own or buy at the snack bar. Leaders are Don 

and Liz. 642-0434. 

 

 

 

HAPPY BIRDING!   

                                     
 

                                       
 

Visit our website at: https://eagleaudubonflorida.org  
 

 
   

 

 

 

 
Click here here every time you shop on 

Amazon! Bookmark the page…. and tell 

your friends & family about this, too!) 

 

https://eagleaudubonflorida.org/
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/59-2234564


  

VISIT EAGLE AUDUBON’S PROJECTS 
 

 

Window in the Woods Nature Sanctuary 

Sun City Center 

and 

Butterfly Habitat at Camp Bayou, Ruskin  

 

 

 
 

Window in the Woods (WITW) 
By Vicky & Bud Bergeman 

 
Window in the Woods was established in 1984 by Carl Yedinack, ornithologist, as a memorial to his wife, 

Jeannette.  He was inspired by Bok Tower’s “Window by the Pond”.   Mr. and Mrs. Yedinack were 

founders of the Eagle Audubon Society.  This tranquil area for bird watching and contemplation is a 

project of the Eagle Audubon Society.   We are excited about the recent renovation of Window in the 

Woods.   

 

We are pleased to share the updates to WITW that have occurred over the past few months.  Thanks to our 

Woodchoppers in Kings Point. When asked, for a reasonable cost, they rebuilt our smaller bird houses   

and our larger wood duck boxes. 

 

                    
 

We have re-supported the posts that hold them. Three of each type were made with cedar which will 

ensure longevity. The Woodchoppers did an awesome job. 

“Life in a Small Florida Nature Preserve” 
 



  

        
    

The deck was becoming a safety and maintenance issue. The most exciting part of the project was to have 

the railing lowered for better visibility from the benches. 

 

In collaboration with Freedom Plaza manager, Siby Thadathil, and his contractor from Freedom Plaza, our 

board, and our donors, we got it done! 
 

   
We are planning: 

• to add a couple steps off the side of the deck to the feeder area for safer access  

• to add support structure inside the cabin which will replace rotted wood 

• to stain the new railing once it has cured 

• to continue periodic landscaping around the cabin by Freedom Plaza 

• to paint cabin eaves  

• to continue preventive maintenance of the cabin 

 

Note: composite was used on the decking for longevity and will be power washed by Freedom Plaza 

as needed. 

 

We could not provide this unique setting without sincere thanks to: 

• Our generous donors toward our recent deck project: Ned Kuehn, Ray Webb, Graham and Nancy 

Danvers, Joyce and Tom Andrews, and Linda Couture 

• Our supportive board members as listed in our newsletter: (thanks to Don Grozis for 

accompanying us to meetings) 

• Our loyal monthly volunteers: Rich and Melissa Dombrow, Jane Lampkin, Ray Webb, Dianne 

Zwicker, Dennis and Donna Blaha, Chris Deno, Julie and John Stocksdale, Kenna and Rusty 

Westerman, Steve and Jan Burkholder, Linda Couture, Joan and the late Lloyd Leshin, Diana and 

Don Saunders, Bud and Vicky Bergeman 

Note:   We would welcome some new volunteers joining us! 

• Freedom Plaza and their staff who will provide ongoing landscaping and power washing of the 

deck when indicated. 

• The Woodchoppers of Kings Point for our bird box replacements. 

 



  

 

Exciting New Developments at Camp Bayou Nature Preserve 
New Hours and Habitat Restoration 

By Rebecca Winch, Park Ranger 

 

Camp Bayou Nature Preserve in Ruskin is one of Hillsborough County’s hidden gems. This 160- acre 

parcel of conservation land along the Little Manatee River boasts a nature center, fossil museum, kayak 

and canoe launch, hiking trails, beautiful butterfly garden and more! Visitors can hike the sandy trails, 

fish or birdwatch by the water or bring their own vessel for a paddling trip along the river. 

 

If you’ve been to Camp Bayou before, you may notice a big and recent change as you drive down 24th 

Street. The oaks and underbrush have been cleared out, and pine trees dominate a now-sunny parcel of 

land! This hardwood reduction project was completed in early 2021 to help restore this area to its 

natural state. Fire exclusion over decades caused this area, previously open scrub and pine flatwoods, to 

become overgrown. Now that the shade is gone, native scrub plants should begin to re-sprout here. 

With careful monitoring and the proper application of prescribed fire, this entire area will slowly return 

to a functioning scrub and pine flatwoods ecosystem. 

 

The hardwood reduction project isn’t the only difference at Camp Bayou this year. Previously, visitors 

could access the river every day for fishing, kayaking, and picnicking by driving to the end of 24th Street. 

Although that spot is now closed for habitat restoration, we’ve made some changes to make access easy 

for all! The nature center and boat ramp area used to be operated by volunteers from Thursday to 

Saturday. Now, County employees open the visitor’s center up from Monday to Wednesday, and BOLD 

provides volunteers from Thursday through Sunday. Because of these new developments, the kayak 

launch inside the preserve is now available for access seven days a week! 

 

The County is also working to revitalize the interior of Camp Bayou by replacing signs, adding shell to 

the parking lot, restoring the native plant nursery, and holding guided hikes and paddles to supplement 

those led by *BOLD volunteers every month. They’ll also be conducting land management activities like 

trail maintenance, prescribed fire, invasive species removal, and more to keep Camp Bayou healthy for 

the unique plant and animal species that thrive in this beautiful place.  

 

The nature center and boat ramp area used to be operated by *BOLD volunteers only Thursday through 

Saturday. (*BOLD is the non-profit Bayou Outdoor Learning and Discovery, Inc.) 

 

We are continuing the eradication efforts of the non-native invasive Cogon Grass that appeared in the 

garden about two years ago.  A combination of removal and treatment by a contractor has been the plan, 

to keep it from displacing our native plants.  We will also be removing a Sand Oak that died this past year 

and pruning the lower branches of other trees to allow more sun into the Butterfly Habitat. 

 

Since Camp Bayou reopened to the public in June, many local visitors have enjoyed getting back outside 

and walking the trails within the Preserve.  The Butterfly Habitat is a delightful area within Camp Bayou, 

anchored by a shady Gazebo, with winding shell paths surrounded by host and nectar native plants for 

their native butterflies.  We hope our Eagle Audubon members take the opportunity to reacquaint 

themselves with our beautiful long-term community project.  Camp Bayou's gates are open Monday 

through Wednesday from 8:00 am to 5:00 pm, and Thursday through Sunday from 9:00 am to 2:00 pm.   

It is located at the south end of 24th Street SE in Ruskin.   

 

 



  

 

Butterfly Habitat 
At Camp Bayou Outdoor Learning Center 

Camp Bayou Nature Preserve, Ruskin 

By Donna Carty 

 

The Butterfly Habitat has been a popular stop at Camp Bayou for guests to see a variety of Florida native 

plants growing for the purpose of providing nectar and host plants for our Florida native butterflies.  

Through the years, since 2001, the garden has grown and flourished as our Eagle Audubon volunteer crew 

continues to support and manage it as one of our long-term community projects, adding new plants each 

season to increase the amount and variety that will attract a larger, more diverse butterfly population. 

This past season, we removed three dying oak trees from the garden to create more full-sun areas to the 

garden.  We added Purple Thistle, Prickly Pear Cactus, Bahama Cassia, Giant Ironweed, Sparkleberry, 

Butterfly Milkweed, Florida Paintbrush, Passionflower Vine, and Elephant’s Foot.  We hope that these 

“new kids” will thrive in the seasons to come.  This brings our total number of different native host plants 

to 25, with over 60 native plants in all. 

 

                              
            Beautyberry                                 Simpson Stopper                            Starry Rosinweed 

 

Up until about six months ago, most of the garden borders were merely where the mulch stopped and the 

crushed shell path started.  Over the past winter and spring, hundreds of clam shells were dug up by our 

volunteers from a private property, scrubbed clean and then set into the borders.  We are very pleased with 

how they brightly outline the garden and showcase the plants, and we welcome guests and members to 

come by to enjoy some quiet moments among the seasonal blooms and their busy pollinators.   

                                       
     Monarch Caterpillar on Milkweed                                           Clam Shell Borders  



  

FLORIDA BIRDING AND NATURE FESTIVAL 
October 15-17, 2021  

Manatee Viewing Center, Apollo Beach 

 

    
 

We are pleased to announce a wonderful event right in our backyard.  For more information about 

registration, programs, workshops and field trips: 

http://floridabirdingandnaturefestival.org/ 

Festival registration is $150 for all days (Fri-Sun).  

Come and celebrate the wonders of birds, wildlife, and natural lands that we enjoy in West Central 

Florida. 

 

Expert Seminars 

Two days of Zoom broadcast seminars from experts in their fields. View live on Friday and Saturday or 

subscribe on YouTube afterwards. 

 

Nature Expo 

Free of charge, our Expo Hall will be full of nature organizations, original artwork, and more. Come meet 

the groups working hard to protect the environment, and shop! Open 9 am to 4 pm Fri-Sat. 

 

Silent Auction 

Donations have come in from vendors, individual supporters, and more. Items will be on display, and 

winners will be announced on both Friday and Saturday at 4 pm. (You must be present to win.) 

 

Field & Boat Trips 

After registration, add-on a field or boat trip (Thu-Sun) - many of which will take you to sites not 

normally accessible to the public - for $20 to $50. Many of our popular trips sell out, so get your tickets 

early! 

 

**Want to make the most out of the Festival this year? Our NEW PLATINUM PASS offers you three 

days of unlimited registration to save you money! 

 

This year Bird Fest is going to return and we are going to be a full sponsor. There is a need for volunteers.  

Many of you done this in the past. If you want to volunteer (such as tickets takers and silent auction) and 

are accepted, you can take a free field trip (if there is availability). Does not include zoom meetings—can 

view while you are there.  Also does not entitle you to keynote speakers. 

 

http://floridabirdingandnaturefestival.org/


  

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS  

 
Kickoff:  Friday, October 15, 2021 

 

Come enjoy an evening with award-winning author Craig Pittman. 

Our opening keynote event is a buffet including delicious hors d'oeuvres and a beer and wine cash bar 

(no-host bar). 

Craig Pittman is the author of and will speak about "CAT TALE: The Wild, Weird Battle to Save the 

Florida Panther." Schoolchildren chose the Florida panther as our state animal in the 1980s, but it wasn't 

too long after that panthers wound up on the verge of going extinct. Desperate scientists tried an 

unprecedented experiment to save them - but it has had some unforeseen ramifications. 

 

 

Saturday, October 16, 2021 

 

Clay Taylor, Manager of Swarovski Optik, became a birder in the mid-1970s, both watching and 

photographing birds in the Northeastern United States. One of his highlights of spring migration at that 

time was the passage of the Wood Warblers, many of which wintered in Central and South America and 

nested in Canada. They were fascinating to watch and challenging to photograph. 

 

Today, 45 years later, he still enjoys photographing the warblers, using a Swarovski Optik spotting scope 

and a DSLR camera. Clay likes to take images where you see the personality of the birds, acting and 

reacting to the real world, taken in true field conditions – no photo blinds with water drips, or background 

manipulations. 

Questions?   Email:  info@fbnfestival.org  

 

 

 

 

 
 

mailto:info@fbnfestival.org


  

EAGLE AUDUBON SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP FORM 

 

Yearly Membership $15 per person – May 2021 through April 2022 

Please complete the following Information 2021-2022 

Name(s)_________________________________________________________________ 

Street___________________________________________________________________ 

(Local Address) 

City__________________________________State_________________Zip__________ 

Telephone_____________________________ Kings Point: Yes______ No________ 

Email address_____________________________________________ 

Off Season Address (if any) 

Name(s)________________________________________________________________ 

Street__________________________________________________________________ 

City__________________________________State_________________Zip______ 

Telephone____________________________ 

Email Address___________________________________________________ 

LIABILITY AND PHOTO RELEASE*  

 *In the event that we are able to hold in-person field trips during the 2021-2022 season 

By this agreement, I the undersigned, have voluntarily applied to participate on field trips sponsored by the Eagle Audubon Society.  I 

expressly assume the risk of any harm that might occur directly or indirectly from travel to and from the field trip site and from any harm that 

might occur directly or indirectly from any forces of nature or wildlife that I may be exposed to that causes me injury. 

In addition, on behalf of myself and my assignees, heirs, personal representative, and legal representative, in consideration of the opportunity 

to participate and attend the field trips organized by the Eagle Audubon Society and being eighteen (18) years of age or older, I hereby agree 

to release and hold harmless the Eagle Audubon Society, and the National Audubon Society.  

I grant the Eagle Audubon Society, its representatives and members the right to take photographs of me and my property in connection with 

field trips or other activities of the Eagle Audubon Society.  I authorize the use of same in print and/or electronically. 

Member Signature_______________________________________Date____________________ 

Member Signature_______________________________________Date____________________ 

 

 

 

 

Please mail completed membership form and check for $15.00 per person payable to Eagle Audubon 

Society to: Julie Stocksdale, 256 Silver Falls Drive, Apollo Beach, FL 33572 
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